


I will be able to 
distinguish between

the denotative
and connotative

meaning of words



1. WOD – Folly POS – N

MOD – “…He suffered much by sea while 
trying to save his own life and bring his men 
safely home; but do what he might he could 
not save his men, for they perished through 
their own sheer folly in eating the cattle of 
the Sun-god Hyperion; so the god prevented 
them from ever reaching home.” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – Lack of good sense; 
foolishness.



2. WOD – Firmament POS – N

MOD – “Forthwith he bound on his 
glittering golden sandals with which he 
could fly like the wind over land and 
sea…then he swooped down through the 
firmament till he reached the level of 
the sea…” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – The heavens or the sky



3. WOD – Fretting POS – V

MOD – “As for the daytime, he spent it on the 
rocks and on the sea shore, weeping, crying 
aloud for his despair, and always looking out 
upon the sea. Calypso then went close up to 
him said: ‘My poor fellow, you shall not stay 
here grieving and fretting your life out any 
longer.’” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – To be constantly or 
visibly worried



1. Each of us has committed acts of sheer 
folly. Describe one experience where 
you lacked good sense.

2. What would it be like to fly through the 
firmament? Pretend you can soar 
through the air, describe it to me.

3. Do you often fret over life’s 
obstacles? What worries you the most?



There are too many times to count.  Too many 
times to share.  Too many acts of foolishness to 
choose just one.  My follies are many.  Walking 
into the boy’s bathroom accidentally.  Wearing 
pants with a hole in the butt all day as I taught.  
Calling out loudly to a friend, only to have the 
person turn around, a stranger revealed.  Tripping 
over anything and everything and falling on my 
face.  I am a klutz.  I am a fool.  I am a person who 
has experiences a lot of follies.

There are too many times to count.  Too many 
times to share.  Too many acts of foolishness to 
choose just one.  My follies are many.  Walking 
into the boy’s bathroom accidentally.  Wearing 
pants with a hole in the butt all day as I taught.  
Calling out loudly to a friend, only to have the 
person turn around, a stranger revealed.  Tripping 
over anything and everything and falling on my 
face.  I am a klutz.  I am a fool.  I am a person who 
has experiences a lot of follies.



4. WOD – Ambrosia POS – N

MOD – “Calypso set meat and drink 
before him of the food that mortals eat; 
but her maids brought ambrosia and 
nectar for herself, and they laid their 
hands on the good things that were 
before them.” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – The food of the gods



5. WOD – Whit POS – N

MOD – “’…I flatter myself that I am no 
whit less tall or well-looking than she is, 
for it is not to be expected that a mortal 
woman should compare in beauty with an 
immortal.’” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – A very small part or 
amount



6. WOD – Equitably POS – ADV

MOD – “We took their wives and also 
much booty, which we divided 
equitably amongst us, so that none 
might have reason to complain.” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – Fair; impartially



4.What food would you describe as being so 
deliciously delectable that when it touches your 
mouth it is like ambrosia?

5.Calypso describes herself as being “no whit
less tall or well looking” than Odysseus’ wife.   
Is there someone in your life who you compare 
yourself to?  Are you every whit as beautiful? 
As smart? Explain. 

6.What do you feel is not equitable in this 
world?  Explain.



As the middle child one can’t help but 
compare oneself to her siblings.  Am I every 
whit as smart as my brother?  Am I every 
whit as organized as my sister?  These 
questions filled my brain with noise growing 
up.  I could not disappoint or let my family 
down.  I had to measure up.  I had to make 
them proud.  All of the sacrifices, all of the 
trouble.  I had to make it worth it. 

As the middle child one can’t help but 
compare oneself to her siblings.  Am I every 
whit as smart as my brother?  Am I every 
whit as organized as my sister?  These 
questions filled my brain with noise growing 
up.  I could not disappoint or let my family 
down.  I had to measure up.  I had to make 
them proud.  All of the sacrifices, all of the 
trouble.  I had to make it worth it. 



7. WOD – Invoked POS – V

MOD – “Thence we sailed onward with 
sorrow in our hearts, but glad to have escaped 
death though we had lost our comrades, nor 
did we leave till we had thrice invoked each 
one of the poor fellows who had perished by 
the hands of the Cicons.” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – Called on in prayer



8. WOD – Toil POS – V

MOD – “We let the ships run before the 
gale, but the force of the wind tore our sails 
to tatters, so we took them down for fear of 
shipwreck, and rowed our hardest towards 
the land. There we lay two days and two 
nights suffering much alike from toil and 
distress of mind…” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – Exhausting physical 
labor



9. WOD – Smote POS – V

MOD – “…though they wept bitterly I forced 
them back to the ships and made them fast 
under the benches. Then I told the rest to go 
on board at once, lest any of them should taste 
of the lotus and leave off wanting to get home, 
so they took their places and smote the grey 
sea with their oars.” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – To strike



7. Is there someone special who has passed on 
in your life?  Do you ever invoke him/her 
for inspiration, comfort, guidance?

8. We all go through toil and strife in this life.  
Why?  Explain the benefits of working hard.

9. Odysseus’s crew, eager to get home, 
smote the water with their oars.  Have you 
ever felt a similar longing for home?  
Describe.



I have been taught from a young age to 
work hard for what I want.  To toil for the 
things I desire.  “Hard work is an admirable 
quality,” my father inspired.  Because of this, 
I never give up, despite defeat.  I continue 
on, in spite of the obstacles.  I power 
through, until success is attained. Strife only 
makes us stronger.     

I have been taught from a young age to 
work hard for what I want.  To toil for the 
things I desire.  “Hard work is an admirable 
quality,” my father inspired.  Because of this, 
I never give up, despite defeat.  I continue 
on, in spite of the obstacles.  I power 
through, until success is attained. Strife only 
makes us stronger.     



10. WOD – Vouchsafed POS – V

MOD – “The cruel wretch vouchsafed
me not one word of answer, but with a 
sudden clutch he gripped up two of my 
men at once and dashed them down 
upon the ground as though they had 
been puppies.” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – To give or grant 
something to someone



11. WOD – Deemed POS – V

MOD – “In the end I deemed it would be 

the best plan to do as follows: The Cyclops had 

a great club which was lying near one of the 

sheep pens…. I went up to this club and cut off 

about six feet of it; I then gave this piece to the 

men and told them to fine it evenly off at one 

end, which they proceeded to do, and lastly I 

brought it to a point myself…” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – To consider



12. WOD – Plausibly POS – ADV

MOD – “I then gave him some more; three times did 
I fill the bowl for him, and three times did he drain it 
without thought or heed; then, when I saw that the 
wine had got into his head, I said to him as 
plausibly as I could: ‘Cyclops, you ask my name 
and I will tell it you; give me, therefore, the present 
you promised me; my name is Noman; this is what 
my father and mother and my friends have always 
called me.‘” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – In a credible way



10.The Cyclops is truly an obstacle for Odysseus.  This 
beast does not vouchsafe Odysseus one thing, not 
even an answer before he devours Odysseus’s men.  
Describe an obstacle that you have had to face on 
your own without the help of others.

11.Odysseus truly personifies the title “Hero”.  What 
qualities do you deem necessary in a hero?

12.As plausibly as he could, Odysseus lies to the 
Cyclops, telling him that his name is “Noman”.  In a 
plausible argument, explain why sometimes it is wise 
to lie.



Heroes are hard to come by today.  What qualities are 
deemed necessary to be given the title of hero you ask?  
A hero must be selfless in their endeavors, not thinking 
about how their actions will benefit them.  A hero must 
always follow through on their promises, never say, 
“Oops, I forgot.”  A hero must be there for you during 
your most desperate times of need.  A hero doesn’t 
need to be big and buff, strong and tall.  A hero just 
needs to be there through the thick and thin, the 
difficult and uncomfortable.  Holding your had, listening 
to your sorrows, picking you up when you are down.  
Heroes are hard to come by today.

Heroes are hard to come by today.  What qualities are 
deemed necessary to be given the title of hero you ask?  
A hero must be selfless in their endeavors, not thinking 
about how their actions will benefit them.  A hero must 
always follow through on their promises, never say, 
“Oops, I forgot.”  A hero must be there for you during 
your most desperate times of need.  A hero doesn’t 
need to be big and buff, strong and tall.  A hero just 
needs to be there through the thick and thin, the 
difficult and uncomfortable.  Holding your had, listening 
to your sorrows, picking you up when you are down.  
Heroes are hard to come by today.



13. WOD – Reeled POS – V

MOD – “As he spoke he reeled, 
and fell sprawling face upwards on 
the ground. His great neck hung 
heavily backwards and a deep sleep 
took hold upon him. ”

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – To lose one’s 
balance and stagger or lurch violently



14. WOD – Smirched POS – V

MOD – “…brave men who had 
been killed in battle, with their 
armor still smirched with 
blood…” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – Dirty; soiled



15. WOD – Flitted POS – V

MOD – “…they (the dead) came from 
every quarter and flitted round the 
trench with a strange kind of 
screaming sound that made me turn 
pale with fear.” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – To move swiftly 
and lightly



13.Tell me about a time when you 
reeled and fell over.

14.Describe a time when your clothing 
was smirched with dirt, stains, 
paint, etc.

15.Write about a time when you were  
in a hurry and flitted around 
accomplishing tasks.



Reeling over the immovable obstacle that was before 
me, I fell to the ground with a thump.  I couldn’t believe 
my mom!  They were her suitcases that were blocking 
my path and yet there she was, laughing at me instead 
of helping me off the floor.  The rest of the patrons in 
the elevator just stood looking at me with smirks on 
their faces.  How mortifying to be 30 years of age and 
sitting on the ground like a child that just learned to 
walk.  I quickly picked myself up and darted for the exit.  
I was followed by my mother’s taunting cackles as I 
vacated the building.  This was just another 
embarrassing  moment to add to my list of thousands.

Reeling over the immovable obstacle that was before 
me, I fell to the ground with a thump.  I couldn’t believe 
my mom!  They were her suitcases that were blocking 
my path and yet there she was, laughing at me instead 
of helping me off the floor.  The rest of the patrons in 
the elevator just stood looking at me with smirks on 
their faces.  How mortifying to be 30 years of age and 
sitting on the ground like a child that just learned to 
walk.  I quickly picked myself up and darted for the exit.  
I was followed by my mother’s taunting cackles as I 
vacated the building.  This was just another 
embarrassing  moment to add to my list of thousands.



16. WOD – Prodigious POS – ADJ

MOD – “She has twelve misshapen feet, 

and six necks of the most prodigious
length; and at the end of each neck she has 

a frightful head with three rows of teeth in 

each, all set very close together, so that 

they would crunch anyone to death in a 

moment…” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – Impressively great 
in size



17. WOD – Insolence POS – N

MOD – “…whereon he flew into a great 
rage, and said to the immortals, ‘Father 
Zeus, and all you other gods who live in 
everlasting bliss, I must have vengeance on 
the crew of Odysseus' ship: they have had 
the insolence to kill my cows, which 
were the one thing I loved to look upon…” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – Insulting 
conduct; disrespect



18. WOD – Propitious POS – ADJ

MOD – “’…be propitious to me till 

I can make you due sacrifice and 

offerings of wrought gold. Have mercy 

upon me.’” 

Connotation +   /   -

Prediction –



Denotation – Favorable



16.Homer writes about the monster Scylla and describes 
her in great detail.  From her twelve misshapen feet to 
her prodigious length, she was truly a beast to fear.  
Make up your own monster that we should fear.  
Describe it in detail.

17.Describe a time when you were insolent and 
disrespectful.  Did it get you into trouble like it did 
Odysseus’s men?

18.After his 10 years of suffering, Odysseus humbly begs 
the gods to be propitious to him.  Tell me about a 
time when you begged for someone to show favor 
toward you.



Blood dripping down its scaly lips.  Fiery 
flames seeping out from behind its dagger like 
teeth.  Slime oozing from its pustulous pours. 
Every ounce of courage I had ran away as I gazed 
upon the beast.  It was truly something to fear.  
Its prodigious size alone could destroy a whole 
city.  1,000 feet long, 500 feet wide.  This 
monster was an insurmountable obstacle that I 
alone was left to conquer.  “Lucky me,” I 
grimaced.

Blood dripping down its scaly lips.  Fiery 
flames seeping out from behind its dagger like 
teeth.  Slime oozing from its pustulous pours. 
Every ounce of courage I had ran away as I gazed 
upon the beast.  It was truly something to fear.  
Its prodigious size alone could destroy a whole 
city.  1,000 feet long, 500 feet wide.  This 
monster was an insurmountable obstacle that I 
alone was left to conquer.  “Lucky me,” I 
grimaced.


